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(ihe is the first of a series of reports to be issued monthly, or more 
frequently, on the employment situation of agriculturel workers living 

in F.S.A. migratory labor camps. The data for these reports are supplied 
from a ten per cent sample of all families in camps--a new sample being 
selected every week. All members of each household who are working or 
seeking work are reported upon with regard to their employment ectivities 
during the week in which the femily is included in the sample). 
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UNITED STATFS DEPARTMENT CR AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
and 
Ferm Security Administration 
Employment end Earnings of Farm Workers Residing in Farm Secvrity 
Administration Vigratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona 
January, 1940 

Farm workers residing in the Ferm Security Administration migratory labor 
Camps on Californie and Arizona received very little employment during January 
Of this year. The employment situation was unfavorable at the berinning of the 
Weewmror 2ti arriculturel workers, @s indicated by. the estimetes of the Agri- 
ea carel Werketine service of the 0. 8. Department of Agriculture. Demand for 
farm laborers on Jenuary 1, according to these estimates, was 16 per cent below 
Herpes ia California and 12 per cent below normal in Arizona. Supply of ferm 
laborers, on the other hand, wes slightly ehbove normel in both states--with the 
result that there were approximately lé workers for every 10 jobs. This unfavor- 
able employment situation was further depressed by hesvy rainfell throuchout 
Meny sections of California which prevented much ectivity in the fields. 

Reports from the migretory labor camps indicate that during each of the 
four weeks ending January 27th, only one-sixth to one-fifth of the workers were 
able to find employment. This means thet for every worker able to find work, 


3 


there wbhre four or five unemployed but eveileble for and seeking work. The in- 
dex of employment for workers of the migretory lebor camps stood at less then 10 
during three weeks of the month end severaged 6.6 for all four weeks. (See teble 
1 end figure 1) This employment incex is designed to measure the combined ef- 


fect of unemployment end underemployment end does not rise to 100 until 611 


workers ere fully employec. 


Employment conditions were somewhet better in frizone than in Californie. 


° 


During the week ending January 27, 45 per cent of the workers at the Agua Fria 
eam received one-half day or more employment. Those working received an aver- 
age of 3.6 days of employment during thet week. 

Average earnings per week for those families with at least one person q@n- 
ployed ror . dey or more were $5.68 for all weeks in January in all camps. Mhen 
the total earnings are spread over ail families in the camps--whether employed 
or not--the averare weekly esrning per family reduces to $1.33. These low earn-~ 
ings were supplemented slightly by earnings from W.F.A. and N.Y.A. employment, 
mote ere noe included in the above figures. Total income available for expend- 
iure 2s) ereater thon earnings also by the amount of public assistance received 
from federal and state welfrre agencies. 

Such employment as wes found during Jenvary was located at considerable 
Gistences from the cemps. During the four weeks, the sverage distance from 
camp to jobs was 11.4 miles. (This is one wey, the deily round trip is, of 
course, twice es great). Some workers traveled as far as 25 and 30 miles. At 
Galipvetria, four members of one femily traveled to « job 18 miles away in order 
to get one half day's work picking pers at which they carned 35-40¢ each. Two 
workers et Shafter traveled to e pea picking job 32 miles away to earn $1.25 
each per day. 

At a later point, when more statistics heve been collected, the work rad- 


ius of each camp will be computed. The redius will be greeter than the averere 
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distence to jobs. 
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